Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.013 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.232; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
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Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). independent molecule, Fig. 3 . This similarity is quantified in the r.m.s. values for bond distances and angles of 0.0316 Å and 1.717 °, respectively. In terms of the molecular conformation, the benzene rings of the benzyl groups are orientated in the same direction but are splayed somewhat so that there is no evidence of a π-π interaction between them [the dihedral angle between the C9-C14 and C16-C21 rings is 33.6 (5) °; 28.5 (5) ° for the dihedral angle between C30-C35 and C37-C42 rings in the second independent molecule]. The tolyl group is twisted out of the putative mirror plane bisecting the benzyl rings and containing the N-S-C tolyl moiety as seen in the values of the N1-S1-C1-C2 and N2-S2-C22-C23 torsion angles of -27.9 (7) and -147.7 (6) °, respectively.
D-HÁ
Each independent molecule self-associates into a supramolecular chain along the b axis that is sustained by C-H···O contacts, Table 1 . A view of one such chain is shown in Fig. 4 .
Experimental
A mixture of N-benzyl-4-methylbenzenesulfonamide (0.5 g, 2.02 mmol), sodium hydride (0.2 g, 8.333 mmol) and N,N-dimethylformamide (10 ml) was stirred at room temperature for 30 min. followed by the addition of benzyl chloride (0.23 ml, 2.02 mmol). After complete consumption of reactants (as monitored by TLC), the contents were poured over crushed ice.
The precipitated product was isolated, washed and recrystallized from methanol solution to yield colourless blocks of (I).
Refinement
The H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the first independent molecule in (I) showing displacement ellipsoids at the 35% probability level. (14) 0.0117 (9) 0.0100 (11) 
